: Rerouting traffic near old Highland Park
would let airport finally ...
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Put land to use

By Bill Luster, The Courier-Journal
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The idea pleases former Highland Park residents
like Delois True Goosey, who said she and former
neighbors have wondered why the land has remained

cant for so long.
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By BilLuster, Te CourierJoual
A locked gate prevents access to the old Highland Park, land
that's been vacant since residents were relocated.

AIRPORT | Plan would
close parts of Crittenden
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than letting it sit empty,” she
said.

It's long overdue, said
Highland Park historian
Diana Moore, who has a
Web site, highlandparkky-
.com.

“They talked before how
it was a blighted commun-
ity;dl?ut now it’s a mess,” she
said. “They destroyed a
neighborhood there with
good people, hard-working

people.”

The Regional = Airport
Authority, which owns the
land, hopes to begin the
work next year. It has only
$2 million of the $30 million
in hand but airport officials
believe they will get other
state or federal money to
complete the work.

“Airport board chairman
J.D. Nichols said the project
would make the former
Highland Park area a likely
site for airplane mainte-
nance facilities, hangars and
other airport-related uses.

“From an economic de-
velopment  standpoint, it
will open up a substantial
number of acres for airport
use,” Nichols said.



Economic henefit

Louisville metro eco-
nomic development direc-
tor = Bruce Traughber
agreed, saying improving
access will make the old
Highland Park site and the
Airport Industrial Center
more attractive to prospec-
tive business tenants.

“The airport is a crucial
part of our economic devel-
op_lch:Lent engine,” Traughber
sai

The road plan has been
in the works since 2005,
when the airport started to
upgrade its west runway to
handle the super-sized Air-
bus A380 planes that UPS
planned to buy. UPS has
since decided not to buy
thtg_se planes, but the airport
is finishing the upgrade soiit
can handle larger planes.

To do that, the airport
needs to close two sections
of Crittenden Drive. More
than half of the taxiway —
the southern portion — has
been built at a cost of
$20.3 million, airport au-
thority executive director

Skip Miller said.

The airport has received
another $9.5 million from
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to continue the
taxiway, but that work can-
not continue until Critten-
den is moved.

AFedEx truck lot located
between the runway and
Crittenden also would have
to be moved. It will go on a
section of the Highland
Park property, possibly by
next spring, said airport

spokeswoman Trish Burke,
adding that the rest of the
FedEx package-handling fa-
cility will remain at its cur-
rent location near the west
runway.

Study needed

The next step for the
road project is a federally
required  environmental
study of the area, said Burt
Deutsch, president of the
airport project’s engineer-
ing firm, The Corradino
Group. He said airport offi-

cials hope to have it and the

road design work complet-
ed by spring so they can ad-
vertise for bids.

The work would start
just west of the railroad
tracks on Strawberry Lane
at the Airport Industrial
Center, he said. A new over-
pass or roadway would then
cross the tracks and con-
nect to the existing south-
ern section of Crittenden,

greaﬂy reduci the dijs-
tance that tmﬁgmust tfalxsr.
el between the industrial
center and UPS Worldport.,
Currently, trucks from
companies in the industria]
center, such as defengse con-
Systems, take longer, cirey.
1tous routes to the airport —

e
Lane to Almong Avenue to
W 1 Avenue to Crit-
tenden Drive to Grade Lane,

The Plan “Just opens it
NP _completely” said John
Senior property

manager of the 147-5::1 Air-
port Industrial ~Center,
which has space availabje

LomsT:hvﬂ]e Avenue,
€ portion of Critten-
den that leads to the postttiltl'-
fice just south of the Wat-
tersop ExpresSWay would

Neighborhoods lost

To expand the airport in
the late 1980s, Louisville
and Jefferson County gov-
eflnme-uts acquired three
adjoining neighborhoods —
Highland Park, Prestonia
and Standiford. Residents
fought to stay, going to court
and eventually winning a
lawsuit that said it was ille-
gal for the city and county
to use wurban renewal
powers to take the land. The
city then agreed to settle a
federal lawsuit by paying an
additional $6.2 million that
Wwas split among about 900
homeowners.

ftatl_ldﬂiforq, which was
€ast of the airport, is being
used primarily for the Ken-
tucky Air National Guard
hangar, taxiways and pri-
vate aircraft hangars. Pres-
tonia, off Phillips Lane
north of the airport, is dedi-
cated for future expansion
of the Kentucky Exposition
Center. But much of High-
land Park, south of the Wat-
terson and west of Critten-
den, remains undeveloped.

. “There aren’t that many
alrport-use  opportunities
that arisey” Deutsch said,
adding, “We're waiting for
the right use, not just any
use.”

Mary Rose Evans, a
member of the Regional
Airport Authority’s board
of directors and the Airport
Neighbors Alliance, said
:cl::d has 1;l:l.JZScussecl the new

Plan with alliance
members from the Beech-
mont, Wilder Park, Iroquois
and Oakdale neighbor-
hoods.

“I think a lot of people
from Highland Park w%o
have been frustrated over
thte years that the land has
sat empty would be glad
that there’s a plan to ﬁe
some of it,” Evans said.

Reporter Charlie White can be
reached at (502) 582-4653.
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